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EXCEL 
FRAMEWORK

Experiential Learning and Competency-based Education
Landscape (EXCEL) framework is introduced by Ministry of
Higher Education in 2021 promote change in curriciulum
design among higher education institutions through 4
thrusts:
 

REAL THRUST
Research Infused Experiential
Learning

IDEAL THRUST
Industry Driven Experiential Learning

CARE THRUST
Community Resilience Experiential
Learning

POISE THRUST
Personalised Experiential Learning



REAL
THRUST
Research Infused Experiential Learning (REAL)
promotes research learning experience in
curriculum. It can happen through several levels
as shown in the REAL Spectrum. 

REAL AS A CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK
A REAL Program is achieved whenever 50 -70% of
programme learning outcomes (based on the core
discipline) are mapped to the REAL taxonomy. 

The minimum REAL level for a REAL programme is the
Research Intensive / Research Practitioner level (Level 4
& 5).



1
REAL TAXONOMY 50 - 70% of Programme Learning Outcomes (based on

core disciplines)  have to map to this taxonomy for a
programme to be a REAL programme

2

Minimum REAL level for a REAL programme



IDEAL
THRUST
Industry Driven experiential learning (IDEAL) is a
curricular thrust that promotes experiential
learning with the industries.

IDEAL AS A CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK
Involvement of industry in curriculum, delivery,
assessment and management.

Can be done using the following approaches:
Industry infused through industrial training course,
Final project, Work-based Learning, etc. 
Coop education (work term every other semester,
2u2i)
Apprenticeship (recruitment and mentorship by
industry)



1

IDEALSPECTRUM

Minimum IDEAL level for an IDEAL programme



CARE
THRUST
Community resilience experiential learning (CARE)
is a curricular thrust that promotes student
learning by addressing community needs. 

CARE AS A CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK
Communities can be local residents, non-profit
organisations, governments and community-based
organisations.

CARE is a curriculum structure for an academic
program while SULAM is a teaching and learning
method. 



1

CARE LEVEL

Minimum CARE Level
(Level 3 or 4) for a 
programme to be a
CARE programme



POISE
THRUST
Personalised experiential learning (POISE) is a
curricular thrust that promotes access to learning
based on diverse interests in obtaining
academic qualifications. 

POISE AS A CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK
Curriculum design can be:

Passion-driven
Mastery-driven
Competency-driven

Flexible learning time with maximum 7 years of study duration
For Competency/Mastery driven program, naming of program
is based on major
For Passion-driven program, naming of program is based on
the highest percentage of Body of Knowledge of the Program.
Can be in the form of stackable degree from micro-credential
courses 



POISE MODEL

1
Determine the model/ pathway of a
programme based on number of
credits that a learner took for each
pathway/model

2
Decide on the degree to be awarded
to a learner based on the higher
percentage of Body of Knowledge in
the pathway/model that the learner
took. 



Kod Kursus Nama Kursus Bilangan
Kredit Peratus (%)

eg. SHPP 3203 Best Practices in
Teaching & Learning 3

REVIEWING EXCEL ELEMENTS IN AN
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME

2

Calculate the percentage of credit for the EXCEL related course based
on the following formula:



Percentage of EXCEL related course = 

(Number of EXCEL Course Credit / Total of Credit in the Programme ) x
100

1

State the related course
that is EXCEL infused



TERAS TAHAP Tandakan 1
sahaja

REAL

Level 1 (Research Oriented)

Level 2 (Research Immersion)

Level 3 (Research Apprentice)

Level 4 (Research Intensive)

 Level 5 (Research Practitioner)

Level 6 (Research Producer)

Level 7 (Research Mentor)

REVIEWING EXCEL ELEMENTS IN AN
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME

Indicate the level of
research infused in

the curriculum
based on % of PLOs
mapped to the REAL

taxonomy



TERAS TAHAP Tandakan 1
sahaja

IDEAL

Industry Infused

Cooperative Education

Apprenticeship

REVIEWING EXCEL ELEMENTS IN AN
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME

Indicate the level of industry infused in the
curriculum based on percentage of time

spent in industry



TERAS TAHAP Tandakan 1
sahaja

CARE

Level 1 (Community Infused)



Level 2 (Community Immersion)

Level 3 (Community Practice)



Level 4 (Community Innovation)

REVIEWING EXCEL ELEMENTS IN AN
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME

Indicate the level of community infused in the
curriculum based on number of SULAM
courses embedded in the programme



TERAS TAHAP Tandakan 1
sahaja

POISE

Passion-Driven



Competency-Driven



Mastery-Driven

REVIEWING EXCEL ELEMENTS IN AN
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME

Indicate the pathway of the programme
based on number of credits student can

take in the pathway


